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  Nord / Pas-de-Calais Branch,
The Royal British Legion.

June 2016 Newsletter.

My apologies for the long gap since the last newsletter but following Jeremy’s severe stroke almost a year ago plus the ensuing complications I have been struggling to find time for everything.  Rest assured that the running of the branch has continued.

Membership.
As reported early Arthur Botfield died recently.  His wife Gloria has decided to stay in their home in Vieil Hesdin.  We wish her well and hope to see her at the many events in the near future.  A number of members have been unwell over the past months,   Pauline White,   Michael Spriggs,  Katie Spriggs and David Symons.   We hope that they are responding well to treatment and will soon be out and about.
Resulting from the arrogant and inefficient way in which the new subscription payment methods were implemented we have lost 25% of our membership.  I am pleased to say that a number of those who have resigned from the legion have continued to support the branch.  My thanks go to Robin Clark,   Stephen Breeds, Armelle Revillion,  Kate Giry-Deloison,  Penny Tirtaine and Stuart Ross. 

We must find ways of recruiting new members.

Officers and Committee members.
Following the change from ‘not advisable’ to ‘mandatory’ that closely related people may not serve as officers changes had to be made.  At the AGM the following were elected.

Chairman.



Roderick Hutchison.

Vice-Chairman

& Membership Secretary.
Elizabeth Attewell.

Treasurer.



John Elwin.

Secretary.



Anne Campbell Towler.

Members.



Suzanne Griffin.






Nicholas Griffin.






Michael Spriggs.






Yves Holbecque.

Jeremy Towler was appointed President,   an honorary post.

Anne Campbell Towler continues as Poppy Appeal Organiser.

The Battle of the Somme Commemorations.
The Legion website www.britishlegion.org.uk/somme100  is very informative about the lead up to July 1st in France and around the UK while www.thenma.org.uk/somme100 gives information about services at the National Memorial Arboretum. I beg of you to consult them as from June 16th.until July 9th.  access to the Thiepval Memorial will be restricted and on June 30th  from 20.00 hours to at least late evening July1st there will be total ‘ lock down’ in the area covering Lochnagar,  Longeval,  Thiepval and Beaumont - Hamel for other than those with tickets.  There will be no exceptions to this.  Additionally those who have been invited to a SPECIFIC ceremony will NOT be able to go onto another ceremony.

For full details consult:-
 http://www.somme-battlefields.com/centenary-somme-2016/access-sites-remembrance-ceremonies-2016#sthash.jCtl1aVl.dpuf
For those of you with guests over this period,   please ensure that they are in possession of this information.  I have wreaths, crosses,   poppies and pins including special ‘Somme’ ones.
The Poppy Appeal.
The All Year Round collecting boxes have continued to bring in money for the Poppy Appeal.  Additionally we have received a donation of 500€ from the Arras Caledonian Association and a coffee morning held by Gillian Hutcheson raised more than 400€.  Many thanks to all concerned.  Sadly with the closing of Hotel La Chope we have lost the venue for the monthly coffee morning and book exchange.  Not only was this regular meeting a source of income for the Poppy Appeal but it provided  members with the chance to get together and stock up with books.  Has anybody any ideas for another venue preferably in Hesdin and preferably on Thursday.  I shall hold a coffee morning and book exchange during the summer.  May I prevail on others to do likewise?  Ideally we need to hold one every two months.
Other events in the near future.


Saturday June 11th.
Ypres Branch’s Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Birthday celebration.  Details were sent to you yesterday.

Saturday June 11th.
Garden Party at the Diocesan House,  rue d’Amiens,  Arras. 12.30  - 16.30.  All the enjoyment of an English Garden Fete.

Sunday June 12th.

Strawberries and cream in the Garden of Paul and Lalage Glaister. 14.30 – 17.00 156 rue du Moulin Estreelles.  If wet in the village hall.

A DATE FOR THE DIARY.  Saturday October 22nd. The Poppy Appeal Launch.  A new day SATURDAY,   a new format A BUFFET  LUNCH and a CONCERT BY THE SOMME BATTLEFIELD PIPE BAND.  More later.
Lest we forget.



May 31st. – June 1st 1916.  Battle of Jutland during which the total loss of life suffered by the Allies and the Germans was 8,645 with 1181 wounded and 177 Allied sailors captured.  A combined loss of 25 ships.

June 4th.1916.  In an attempt to relieve the pressure on the Western Front,  Russia launches the Brusilov Offensive against Austro-Hungary.  Continuing until September 30th it resulted in a 1.5 million loss of Austro-Hungarian troops.

June 5th. 1916. With British support,   led by T E Lawrence ( of Arabia ),  Hussein,  grand sheriff of Mecca,  leads an Arab revolt against the Turks.
July 1st. 1916. Start of the 141 day long Battle of the Somme.  60,000 Allied soldiers were killed or wounded on the first day.

Throughout this period the 10 month long battle of Verdun continued.  
Lest we forget.

At the beginning of this newsletter I said that despite the difficulties of the last year the branch had continued to function.  My thanks go to Elizabeth Attewell who battled long and hard with the problems caused by the new payment system and to Jim Attewell who navigated us both through the new on line procedures.  The branch was able to continue with its policy of honouring those who gave their lives during both world wars.  Even before he was elected our new chairman,   Roderick Hutcheson,   represented the legion at the various ceremonies in the west of the ‘patch’  When I was unable to attend ceremonies in the east of the ‘patch’ I was helped by Jennie Knight,  Colonel Geoffrey Wright our Defence Attache in Paris and by various members of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  My thanks to you all, 
I am delighted to say that Jeremy has started attending ceremonies again and that,   together with John Elwin,   we were present at the three rededication ceremonies while at the ceremony in Fillievres the branch was well represented.

Looking forward to seeing you all at one or more of the various events,

Anne

